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Teslimony 312/12
sB 244: (Ral ¢t concerning the enhanced or the sale o
ossossion of drugs n ools. care conters ousin ojec

The Hartford Police Union opposes any revisions to the current statue. The revislons in
this proposed blll wlll cause an Increase In criminal drug activily in and around our
schools, day care centers and housing projects. Reducing the distance required by the
current law will only encourage criminal activity and violence assoclated with It and put
the citlzens and children at further risk of being exposed to dangerous situations,
particularly in the urban environment.

This bill will further decriminallze drug activity where we as a soclety should have zero
tolerance towards drug dealing activity. We as a soclety shouid not he looking at
dacreasing the safe zones and penalty's established by previous lawmakers, but looking
at Increasing the safe zones as well as the penally when It comes to drug activity In and
around our schools, day cares centers and ptaces where we live.

SB No. 245 {(Raised) An Act Concerning the Recording of Pollce Activily by the

Public.

The Hariford Police Unlon Is opnosed to SB No. 245, An Act Concerning the
rding of Police Act the Publie.

In this day and age of technology with the camera and video phones. things are being
recorded everyday weather it's the Police Officer on the beat, skate boarders dolng tricks
to kids video taping assaulls on other kids and posting them on a soclal web siles, we
live In an informational age.

Being a Police Oflicer Is a dlfflcuit and many limes a thankless job. There are membeks
of our soclety thal think it's ok 1o violate the law and reslst the police when they go to
enforce such law(s). To. pass leglslation that would further endanger Olficers, citlzens:
and creates additional liability on the towns and cilles they serve. To only enumerate five
(5) situations In the proposed blll where an officer would not be held liable Is reckless
and Irresponsible. Video taped evidence has It limlls and to solsly rely on video Is
dangerous and creates more oi a controversy

We believe that cltizen's rlghts are already gramad and protected under the federal and
state constitution but we don't believe that they have an absolute right lo interfere,
hamper or-obstruct an officer In the performance of their duties. If a citizen feels they
ware not treated properly or their rights were Infringed upon there are avenues for that to
ha addressed. To create a law because of lhe acts of a few individuals, the law
gnforcement society should not be hekd fiable for those actions. This. bilt witt only creais a
divide belween the community and law enforcement. This bltt would only undermine
yoars of communlty policing that 'depariments have taken years to cullivate. We shoukl
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move forwards and not backwards and based on this bill we would be moving
backwards: and would do nothing but damage relations between the communily and
police though out the state of Conneclicut.

HB No. §286: (Ralsed) An Act Concerning the Return of Stolen Properly
The Hartford Police Union supports HB No. 5288, An Act Goncerning the Return of
Stolen Property.

The Increase in value weuld allow Police agencies to give back some of the recovered
items to.crime victims and free up space in their property rooms. Some of the items
stolen from the viclims could and can hold sentiimental value, By reducing the property:
value It would allow the recovering agency fo.return theses item(s) to the victim allowing
them to repossess those treasured ltems that no amount of money could replace.

It wouldi also free up space at the courthouses when an individual decldes to take a case
to trial. | have seen where defense altorneys have asked for a case 1o be dismissed
because they could not see or manlipulate the item that was stolen, and Judges have
granted such dismissals. By allowing a photograph and an inventory to be presented will
reduce the: abllity of a good case to be dismissed because the properly can'l be
physically manipulated by a defense attorney looking for a loophole to get his case
dlsmissed. You don't see siolen cars belng wheeled into a couriroom so why shouldn't
thare be a higher threshold on stolen property. This blll will allow cYime victims the abllity
to racover thelr property, sooner than later, and glve progecutors the abllity fo. try cases
without belng hampered by having the physleal evidence in the courtroom.
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HB No. 5432 (Ralsed) An Act Concerning School-Based Arrest
The Harttord Police Unlon Is opposed to HB No, 5432 (Ralsed) An Act Goncerning

School-Based Arrest.

There are reasons why Officers are asslgned to schools, from belng a mentor to
providing a service that regutar school security cannot. This bill seeks to {lmit the powers
of Arrest of the Offlcer assigned {o the School and we can not support any bili that timits
the Otlicers declslon making as to when to make or not make an arrest or il he.or she:
can use force to make an arrest, by dolng so creates a dangsrous. atmosphere for the
Officer, students and facitity.

It also Is seeking 1o croate a database, based on the arrest of students. This Information
as well as trying to limit the Oftlcer's.powers of arrest can be manipulated for annual
reporls generated by the school board.

Like | said before there are reasons Offlcers are assigned to schools, and if the school
disticl(s). are looklng to modify o limit the role and arrest powers of an officer we carwmot
suppor! that at all. If this blll was to pass we could see police departments removing thelr
schoo! resource officets from schools and redeploying thorm batk nte the tisld,
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